
Fact sheets                           Taking a closer look at…. 

It is suggested that one or two the following fact sheets are printed out 
and used as wall or poster displays or laminate and make available for 
students. 

The Fact sheets in this set include,  

1. Background information about the Quarantine Island Cemetery. 
 

2. Mortality information for the Quarantine Island Cemetery. (Three 
pages of spreadsheet information). 
 

3. A description from the Otago Witness 1863 of the arrival of over 
400 immigrants on the Victory and their experiences of the 
quarantine measures. 
 

4. A description of the arrival of the Charlotte Gladstone from local 
newspapers of the time. 
 

5. A description of the arrival of the Lady Jocelyn from local 
newspapers of the time. 
 

6. A description of the arrival of the Barque Cloucester from Hong 
Kong from local newspapers of the time. 
 

7. The later development and closure of the Quarantine station. 
 

8. The Dougall Family – three generations on Quarantine Island. 
 

 Quarantine Island 



Fact sheets                            

There are 72 people buried in the Quarantine Island Cemetery. The names of 
62 of them are known. Of these only 47 of them are officially recorded in the 
Port Chalmers burial register.  

All of the graves once had wooden headboards and these faced uphill.  Most 
of the wooden headboards have decayed and only three headstones now 
remain.  

About half of the 72 were children and if you are able to visit the cemetery 
you can see groups of smaller mounds in amongst the larger adult-sized 
mounds. The grave mounds are just visible in the photo on the left.  

The epitaph on the Dougall family headstone is a fitting comment not only 
for the Dougall children who are buried here for all the children who remain 
on Quarantine Island, 

Thou art not forgotten children dear 
Nor never will thou be 
As long as life and memory last  
We will remember thee. 

Quarantine Island Cemetery 
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Name  Age Date of death Cause of Death Ship 
William Kelly  1 year  6 months 18 July 1863 - Victory 
Mrs Janet Kay - July 1863 - Victory 
Mr Dickson 50 years(?) July 1863 - Victory 
Jessie Moir Early 20s September 1863 - Mataura 
Hugh Tait  - 23 September 1864 - City of Dunedin 
Elizabeth Ann Dougall 7 years 12 November 1865 -  
Small girl Bathgate Under 5 years 26 December 1870 - Robert Henderson 
William Dougall 5 years 30 January 1871 Scarletina  
William Preston 28 years 22 February 1873 Typhoid Charlotte Gladstone 
Robert Mair 2 ½ years 27 February 1873 Convulsions Charlotte Gladstone 
George Sandford 17 years 28 February 1873 Consumption Charlotte Gladstone 
James Bennett 19 years 1 March 1873 Typhoid Charlotte Gladstone 
Laura Pike 2 years 6 November 1873 Diphtheria Lady Jocelyn 
George Barnes 12 months 10 November 1873 Diphtheria Lady Jocelyn 
George Peerless  18 years 10 November 1873 Seizure  Lady Jocelyn 
Lilly Kemble 5 years 18 November 1873 Diphtheria Lady Jocelyn 
Charles Fellick 7 years 19 November 1873 Diphtheria Lady Jocelyn 
Small Boy Withyman - 1873 - Lady Jocelyn 
Ada Johnston 3 years 14 February 1874 Scarlet Fever Mongol 
Julia Higgs 12 months 14 February 1874 Measles Mongol 
Charles Tripp 10 months 14 February 1874 Bronchitis Mongol 
Elizabeth Witham 12 months 21 February 1874 Bronchitis Mongol 
Mabel Husband 3 years 3 March 1874 Convulsions  Mongol 
Mary Johnson 9 years 9 March 1874 Laryngitis Mongol 
Charles Cornwall 3 years 21 March 1874 Bronchitis  Mongol 
Carls Partel 2 months 26 March 1874 Bronchitis  Mongol 
Jane Gardiner 10 months 30 March 1874 Bronchitis  Mongol 

Mortality information for the Quarantine Island Cemetery - page 1  
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Name  Age Date of death Cause of Death Ship 
Margaret Tanner 17 years 30 March 1874 Bronchitis Mongol 
Ann Tanner 20 years 31 March 1874 Bronchitis Mongol 
David Cox 3 years 13 March1874 Scarlet Fever Carnatic 
William Withers 8 years 10 April 1874 Scarlet fever Scimitar 
Eliza Wellen/Weller 1 year  9 June 1874 Pneumonia Atrato 
William Henry Reeve 2 years 9 June 1874 Croup Atrato 
Florence Emily Newbury 20 months 11 June 1874 Bronchitis Atrato 
Mary Brophy 11 months 12 June 1874 Croup Atrato 
Charles Jones  1 Year 12 June 1874 Convulsions Atrato 
Emma Jones 2 years 12 June 1874 Bronchitis Atrato 
Female Baby Richmond 5 weeks 3 August 1874 Debility  
Male Baby Azzereti 1 day 27 October 1875  Auckland 
Jane MacDonald 33 years 28 October 1875 Phthisis Auckland 
Richard Weatherell Smith 16 months 1 October 1875 Whooping Cough Invercargill 
Mrs Hannah Halliman 35 years 7 February 1876 Child birth Coronna 
Mrs Kate McMasters 27 years 18 December 1876 Miscarriage Oamaru  
Mrs Janet Bennet - December 1876 Child Birth Oamaru 
Newborn Baby Bennet - December 1876 - Oamaru  
Seaman from Manilla - 29 December 1877 Scurvy Carl Ludovic 
Mrs Elizabeth Coulter 30 years 21 January 1878 Typhoid Canterbury  
Catherine McKenna 18 years 27 November 1878 Typhoid  
Mrs Mary Wright 37 years 7 October 1879 Childbirth Forfarshire 
Still Born Baby Wright  5 October 1879  Forfarshire 
Sarah Batey 4 ½ years  7 January 1880 Measles Malborough 
John Cameron 8 months 12January 1880 Diarrhoea  Malborough 
William Cruickshank 21 months  12 January 1880 Diarrhoea Malborough 
Mary Welsh 11 months 16 January 1880 Diarrhoea Malborough 

The following is the mortality information for the Quarantine Island Cemetery – Continued page 2.  
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Name  Age Date of death Cause of Death Ship 
Peter John Clark 4 months 18 January 1880 Constipation Malborough 
Elizabeth Sinclair 2 years 7 months 18 January 1880 Hydrocephalus Malborough 
Margaret Dougall 24 Years 27 December 1884 Nephrtis  
John Dougall 63 years 9 January 1890 Stroke  
Frederick Ramsden 2 Years 9 January 1890 Scarletina (Scarlet Fever) Manapouri(?) 
Seaman From Mauritius  18 January 1892 Smallpox(?) Umvoti 
Small Boy Harris  3 June 1894 Scarlet Fever Rimutaka 
Private George Wilson  22 May 1916 Small Pox Willochra 
     

The following is the mortality information for the Quarantine Island Cemetery – Continued page 3  

This view of Quarantine Island is taken from the Portobello Marine Aquarium. The view includes the Quarantine Island jetty and the married accommodation 
building. Goat Island lies behind and to the right of Quarantine Island. Signal Hill is the highest hill in the background with the TV tower just visible. 



Fact sheets: Why was a quarantine station necessary? 

The arrival of The Victory - July 1863 - Smallpox 
The word ’Quarantine’ is derived 
from the Italian ’quarantina’, 
meaning 40. Quarantina was 
used in medieval times to 
denote isolation for 40 days for 
ships to prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases from foreign 
countries. 

Two islands in Otago harbour 
known as Goat Island and 
Halfway Island were to become 
a quarantine station for 
immigrants coming into Port 
Chalmers and Dunedin in the 19th 
century.  

The islands were first used in 
July 1863 when The Victory 
arrived and some passengers 
had small pox. This was the 
middle of winter in Dunedin. 
Over 400 steerage passengers 
(second class) overflowed from 
the two buildings into tents. A 
small hospital was hastily 
erected on high ground, and a 
cemetery was located in a bush 
clearing. The following Otago 
Witness story describes some of 
the events. 

THE VICTORY'S PASSENGERS. 

Otago Witness, Issue 615, 11 September 1863, 
Page 7 



Fact sheets: Why was a quarantine station necessary? 

The arrival of The Charlotte Gladstone - February 1873 – Typhoid Fever 

PORT CHALMERS, 17th February, Evening Post, 
17 February 1873, Page 3 

PORT CHALMERS. Evening Post, 24 February 
1873, Page 2 

PORT CHALMERS. 3rd March. Evening Post, 5 
March 1873, Page 2 

DUNEDIN, 18th March. Evening Post, 18 
March 1873, Page 3 

THE CHARLOTTE GLADSTONE Otago Witness, 22 
February 1873, Page 12 



Fact sheets: Why was a quarantine station necessary? 

The arrival of The Lady Jocelyn – October & November 1873- Diphtheria & Scarlet Fever 

PORT CHALMERS. 6th November. Evening Post, 
6 November 1873, Page 2 

COMING IMMIGRANTS. Otago Witness,11 October 
1873, Page 16 

 
DUNEDIN. 3rd November. Evening Post, 4 
November 1873, Page 2 Local Intelligence. Tuapeka Times, 15 November 

1873, Page 2 

Otago Witness,15 November 1873, Page 16 

Telegraphic Despatches. Tuapeka Times, 12 
November 1873, Page 2 
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The arrival of The Mongol – July 1874 - Measles and Scarlet Fever 

BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. Tuapeka Times, 15 July 
1874, Page 6 



 

 

 

Fact sheets: Why was a quarantine station necessary? 

The arrival of The Gloucester –April 1877- Small Pox 

THE BARQUE GLOUCESTER. Otago Witness, 7 
April 1877, Page 16. 

Otago W
itness, Issue 1322, 31 M

arch 1877, Page 9 
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The Otago Quarantine Station: Development and later closure 

Severe accommodation problems for the next few years only eased 
when major new buildings were erected between 1872 and 1874. 
Single women’s quarters, married quarters, a kitchen and dining room 
were all linked in a T shape. A keeper’s cottage was built. The single 
men’s quarters were on neighbouring Goat Island. A new and larger 
hospital was built, some distance from the first one.  The cemetery 
was enlarged as required.  

The 1870s and 1880s were the busiest years for quarantine. Scarlet 
fever was the most common reason for quarantining passengers, but 
small pox and measles were also common reasons.  From 1863 to 
1916 passengers from 41 ships were officially quarantined on the 
island.  Some ships made headlines through particular circumstances 
and were thus well remembered for many years in Port Chalmers and 
Dunedin. One example was The Gloucester, a barque that arrived with 
17 cases of smallpox on board in 1877.  The length of time in 
quarantine varied greatly but the average was about 2 weeks.  

By the turn of the century, quarantine was seldom needed and in 
the early 1920s the Island closed as a quarantine station for the 
Port of Otago. Why was “quarantine” no longer needed by the 
1920’s?  

Above - The married accommodation is the only building now left on 
Quarantine Island and is now heavily braced inside. Right – All that remains of 
the hospital today, is the brick chimney in the foreground. 
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The Dougall Family – three generations on Quarantine Island 

John Dougall, a master mariner, was appointed as ’Keeper of Quarantine’ and took up residence in 
1863 with his young family. 

John and Elizabeth Dougall had 6 children. Three of them are buried in the Quarantine Island 
Cemetery. John Died in 1890. His wife was appointed as the official keeper until their son Will 
Dougall was old enough and became keeper in turn. Will and Hester Dougall had three daughters 
who were the third generation of Dougalls to live on the island.  

The  Dougall headstone Quarantine 
Island Cemetery 

The  Dougall headstone Quarantine Island Cemetery. 
Right Notice of the death of John Dougall Otago 
Witness 9 January 1890. p 11. 



  AGE                 

90  100                 

80 – 89                 

70  79                 

60 – 69                 

50  59                 

40  49                 

30  39                 

20  29                 

10  19                 

19                 

01                 

YEAR  1850  1859  1860  1869  1870  1879  1880  1889  1890  1899  1900  1909  1910  1919  1920  1929 

 

Student Worksheet: Scatter plot template for graph for age at death and decade of death 


